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Emma Turner and Richard Turner Houses (Sites)

Boyds, Turnertown community
Private

c. 1890

On this site once stood the original log house of the founder
of the Turnertown community, Emma Turner, born in 1826. Her grand-
children inherited small portions of the land that she acquired in
the late 1800's. Her descendants continue to live in the Turnertown
community today, though only one old log house remains.
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DEPOSITORY FOR
Eaa SURVEY RECORDS

CITY. TOWN

STATE




[ DESCRIPTION Mi1g-4o-3

CONDITION CHECK ONE CHECK ONE
__EXCELLENT __DETERIORATED __UNALTERED ZORIGINAL SITE
__GOOD __RUINS Z ALTERED —MOVED DATE
__FAIR X UNEXPOSED

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

According to Mrs. Mary Turner and her daughter, Mary Turner, this
house was a one and a half story frame house. There were four rooms
downstairs: kitchen, dining room, and two bedrooms. There was an
upstairs which could have served as a bedroom, but it was not used.

There was also a cellar,

See description of the David and Susie Turner house for further -
details about the yard, and outbuildings, and ways of life of the families
in Turnertown.

According to Mabel Turner Irving, the frame house was built in the
1930's by her father, Richard Turner, or a replacement for the earlier log
house, the log dwelling had been the home of her grandmother, Emma Turner.
It was torn down when the frame house was constructed.

The log house originally consisted of only one room down and one up.
Richard Turner added a frame kitchen to one gable end in the 1910s. The
log section consisted of a two bay facade, a door centrally located,
flanked by a sash window with 6 x 6 panes. The logs were exposed outside,
but inside Richard Turner plastered over them. Both outside and inside
were whitewashed by the Turner family in the spring and fall, Mrs. Irvin
recalls.

Inside, the house contained the two original rooms downstairs and
upstalrs plus the added kitchen. Like most log houses of Black families 1
upper Montgomery County, there were no fireplaces, instead, stove flues -
for wood burning stoves were present. There was a cook stove in the the

- kitchen, and a smaller heat stove in the "parlor". Everyone slept
upstairs, Mrs. Irvin recalls,

The grounds and outbuildings were well-maintained. Mrs. Irvin recalls
that "beautiful grass" grew in front of the house and her mother planted
flowers around the yard. The yard was a dirt yard, chopped clean of grass
and swept with bush brooms like many other rural Black homes in Maryland.
Beside the house was a large vegetable garden. Behind the house was a
chicken lot, a shed for the cow, a privy, and further away, the hog lot,

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY
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= PERIOD AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE -- CHECK AND JUSTIFY BELOW
_PREHISTORIC  _ARGHEOLOGY-PREHISTORIC  _XCOMMUNITY PLANNING __LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE  __RELIGION
—1400-1499 —_ARCHEOLOGY-HISTORIC —_CONSERVATION _LAW __SCIENCE *
—1500-1599 _AGRICULTURE ._ECONOMICS , __UITERATURE __SCULPTURE
—_1600-1699 X ARCHITECTURE __EDUCATION __MILITARY XSOCIALHUMANITARIAN
_1700-1799 —ART __ENGINEERING __MUSIC __THEATER
—_1800-1899 — COMMERCE __EXPLORATION/SETTLEMENT  __PHILOSOPHY —_TRANSPORTATION
X_1900- — COMMUNICATIONS __INDUSTRY —_POLITICS/GOVERNMENT _XOTHER (SPECIFY)
__INVENTION Black History
SPECIFIC DATES ' BUILDER/ARCHITECT

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

According to the deed.7ﬂﬁq@ﬁ§ this property was inherited from Emma
Turner, théxﬁgther of Richard Turner, in /9¢¢ . This tract was [ )
the #4hrte acre tract that she was jiven by Johy J. Jamison in 1297,
according to deed 7hA 6ofysn The frame house was probably built at that
time and reflects the change in houses built in that time, when compared
to the earlier log houses of the Turner families.

For further discussion, see the inventory form for the David and
Susie Turner house.,

According to Mrs. Irvin, her father was a "jack of all trades". He
fixed "everything for everybody" in the vicinity, white and black. He
especially enjoyed and was adept at carpentry and helped to build silos
and barns for local farmers, and built the house of Perry Duffin, in the

“Thite Grounds community of Boyds. He also shoed horses and worked as
farm hand, joining other men in the community, for example, in the fall
for corn shuckings. His daughter recalls that her father worked at Union
Station for a year in Washington, D.C., but resigned from the job Dbecause
it "took him away from the things he liked to do".

The deed J.A.60/485 shows that Emma Turner was the first of the Turner
family to settle in the future Turnertown community, buying three acres
in 1897. Her earlier history is unknown. Perhaps she had been living or
working in the vicinity. According to the U.,S. Census of 1900, Emma Turner
was born in Maryland in 1826. At that time, Nancie Rawlings was listed as
head of the household, with Emily Turner as mother-in-law. Five Turner

- children were listed: Mallie (Hebron), David, Emma, Harry, and Douglas.
Hayward H. Corn (sic) was listed as grandson.

According to Mable Irvin, Emma Turner's property was on both sides of
01d Buck Lodge Lane. There was no house on the west side; only the log
house on the east side. Since it is no longer standing, and since no
informants recall its earlier history, it is not possibie to date it or
know if it was constructed for the residence of the Turner family. Since
it was constructed with a stove flue and double hung sash windows instead
of wooden shutters, the log house was of a type more likely to have been
built in the last quarter of the 19th century.

According to the deed to Emma Turner, John and Jane Jamison sold to
Emma Turner this three acres for "one cent", "in consideration of the
services rendered" unto them by Emma Turner.

For the 1867 census of freed slave of Montgomery County, an "Emma

~~urner" is listed as 32 years old, hence born in 1835, and a former
-lave of Mrs. Susan M. Banting. Since the dates of birth are somewhat

closer this mayv be the F ' 3 ] ,
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EJMAJOR BIBLIOGRAPHICAL REFERENCES

Oral il:lterviews with Mary Turner and her daughter Marjr Turner (not tar=d)
at their home in the Turnertown community near Boyds, Md., February 2
1979, by George McDaniel.

Land Records of Montgomery County, Maryland. Deed L4234/317; JA 60/485
CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY
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ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY

VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION

[IST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE.OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES

STATE : COUNTY

STATE COUNTY
[E1FORM PREPARED BY

NAME / TITLE
George W. McDaniel

ORGANIZATION DATE
Sugarloaf Regional Trails March 1979

STREET & NUMBER TELEPHONE
Box 87 T " 926-4510

CITY OR TOWN STATE
Dickerson Maryland 20753

The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created
by an Act of the Maryland Legislature, to be found in the
Annotated Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA,

1974 Supplement.

The Survey and Inventory are being prepared for information
and record purposes only and do not constitute any infringe-
ment of individual property rights.

RETURN TO: Maryland Historical Trust
The Shaw House, 21 State Circle
Annapolis, Maryland 21401
(301) 267-1438
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M- D A elet .
trust mentioned in the eforegoing and snnexed Deed, this Bonveyénce is assented

i S = 1 o) R = e i et e S e et s b el Lk E P 9 Sl e T N == S -

Mmerican Security and Trust Compemy,

American Security \———n -/ . By Charles F. Bell, _ i o

... President.

3

_Attest: James F. Hoody - =

and Truct Company

Incorporated, .1550.

. : ___Secretary.

|
!
|
|

... . Distriect of Celumbia, to wit:
| : {
Ll ___ I hereby certify .that on this third day of July in the year ninsteen hun- Gl

|
|
|
)

. . G
oot ... dred.and fourteen, before me, the subscriber, a Notary Public, in amd for the Dis- DR

i trict of Columbia, &foreseid, personslly asppesred J. Hite Miller, the attorney

. nemed-in the aforegoing and annexed deed, and acknow]sedge& the said deed to bethe T

- ~act -and deed of the Bethesda Land Compeny.of Montgomery County,; also personelly.ap-_
[ i

ooow .. peared in said District of Columbia, befote the subscriver, ¥illiam D. Hoover, the 1

attorney also named in said aforegoing deed, and acknowledged the same to be the ‘ .

l : : _ i
4 . acyv of the National Savings and Trust Company. . - 5 i M- e
[ -
Pl =R .. In Testimony Whereof, I hereunto subscride -
Albert H. Shillingtony. - — — - My neme and e.ffix my official seal. ¥

a : } Albert H. Sh.llington.

Notary Publie,

B stand | ta i *--_k.).._:ﬂ_;- B e .ll:t.ery Publis. e

Columbia jag -t —— My Commission expires October 7, 1915,
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nyoe
12 "’"‘N""}_._At the request of Richard H. Turner, the following Deed wes recorded July Jthy AD

lexy

%Mmé | 1914, st 1.10 o'clock P. M. to wit:

Uncoliad . = “This Doed, mad.e ~this sixth-day-of July, in the year nireteen hundred and

: 8«1‘1—3—0 1914%4.. fourteen by. Bmme Turner widow, of Montgomery County, in the State of Maryland,
1-Dy_ ‘

- Witnesseth; That for and in considereation of the sum of ten 9_011@-_:;_}:;9_ divers e+h

~ ' : other good: and valua.ble conaiderations,-me thereunto moving,_I, the said Eme

e

| urner,-do-grant in J:ee simple, unto Richard H. _Turner, or _said County end Statu_________

a1l that lot, piece or parcel of land situate vlying..and being in said Montgomery

County, being part of a tract of land called "Buck Lodge” or by whatever name or

. nemes . the seme mey be known or called, and bounded &s follows: BEGINNING at “thre s

—place where .the lands fomerly belonging to the @rant heirs, James W. Darby and tle

L .land which Teresa Jones conveyed to John J. Jamison, meet and running on the di- .

R———

et || K ~! . viding line _. James W. Darby and said lands of John J. Jamison to the middle of__ - S

!
e e --the public.road, then mth said public road going South to' e point opposite o - =

=1 s a buried stone, the distance being about seventy yerds; thence on a..'une pa.ra.llel,_______._

SRS 4 to the line between James W. Derby and said lot belonging to sdid John J. _Jamison, I,___,ﬁ__

i -
1
!

e e to the place where it meets the landa of the Grant Heirs, thence on the dividing —

A= i 1line to the Beginning, containing three (3) acres of lend, more or less, end teing = -

the same land which was conveyed to the sald Pmma Turner, by John J. Jemison mnd =




W3 -do->

| and duly recorded amongwthe Lend Records of ssid‘County, in Liber J. A. No. 60, folio 485.

L wWays8sy. pi'ivileges an& .appurtensnces to the same belonging or in snywise thereunto appertdining,

And_the said BEmme Turner_covenents to warrant genere_.uy_the lands and premises hereby

'cmmreyedmsni,to,...executa,,é.ny end sll such further assurances as may be.requisite or necessary,

“the better fo convey. fhe. same as aforesaidi.

ﬁLtneaa‘my,_ hand and sesl.. . . . T O A . .
T : ] - her
Test: . ’ vz e PmmaXTurners .. ... (Seal)
, , v = i ST L mark -
- 'Ch&i:les_.-..'ﬂ‘,ﬂDa.y%V : R I L T « . e T e

State of. Ma.ryland, Montgomery. County,_to swits R I :

iT here‘uy certify that_on this sixth day of. July_in_the yean.nineteen hundred and. fourteen,

Abefore the. aubacriber.t,_a Justice. ut t.hefeace of_the. State of Me.ryland, “in md for Montgomery

'County, peraonauy appea.red Emma. Turner, snd..,,.did aelmowledg&-tha roregoing and annexed deed

1 to be“hen_,acLLa.nd deed.

Charles. 7. Dag, J.BL

S

| R, 1##1”##"’##%‘%#% HRHr %%H##W#%#‘#ﬂ

" nn;'qr:
E)nmaw‘%i

?Wué/ //'

At the request. ot Casper E.. nline,tharollowing .Powéraof Attornethas recorded. July-7th, -A. D.

_1914‘ at_2.00 0! cloek P.. M. to rit"

ﬂWwa dlesex County, in the. Sta.ta of Massachusetts, do hereby constitute and appoint. my son,_ Casper

. /

in ‘zne.bts.uamor,ﬂiﬂary Land, my. tgue and tawful_ aftornsy. Ior ne

and in my. na.me,.,,»and.min_.mynb ehalf to.transact.all business, with.-full power.end.suthority-tore-

lease any ., and ell mortgages and Judgments, execute all. A.instr<ument.a-/th§t,. mayf b e. required. io.,_ be

-aonally present at_the. doing r.hereof.

44

_wife, by deed dated the sixth day of ﬂctober, 'in the year eighteen hundred and ninety seven,

(RIg pory .
i

/- KNOW ALL MEN BY THESE PRESENTS: __That I, Mrs. Annie A. Cline, of Newton Highlerids, Mid-

axécuted, and_to_ dé any._ and...,everythingxor;me_,and_in;my,,ziame,&s,ntullyﬁ_a.sml,.coultl».,dou if per=_ _.~°

taen. o oL Cr e

Witneas my ‘hand_and_sesl this 15th day of April,. in tne_year nineteen hundred and. rouz-'

_Test: e A. Cline,...

_X’;}, 3 ' ua@i e

Eli Frost, _ e . E

e

LB - : S . - . . o e

o Seal) .

State aof. Haryla.nd , Fred ervi,c'k, County, _to wit:

I _hereby certify, that on this.15th dey of .April, A..D 191441

& Notary Public of the State of Maryland, in and for Frederick County, personaslly appesced

Mrs. Annie A. Cline, and a.cknol’ﬂ_ledged the foregoing Power of Attorney to be her act and deed.

y

L Witnesé my hmd snd Notarlal Seal..

TN

E11 Frost,.

___Eli Frost ,.-\

Notary Public,. ..
% T

Notary Publie, | =

_________________ Fred'k Co. Md./ =

efore.me,. the.subscriber,

'rogethel; with all and.singular the buildings and improvements thereon, and all the right

e 0 PO f e
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